Febrile seizures and cognitive function in young adult life: a prevalence study in Danish conscripts.
To examine the association between febrile seizures and cognitive performance in early adulthood. This is a population-based study using data linked from health-care databases and conscript records of Danish men born from 1977 to 1983. The association between febrile seizures and cognitive function, measured with the Boerge Prien validated group intelligence test, was examined overall and by age of seizure, adjusted for potential confounders. The analysis was restricted to men without a known history of epilepsy (n = 18 276). Of the 18 276 eligible conscripts, 507 (2.8%) had a record of hospitalization with febrile seizures. Compared with conscripts with no such record, the adjusted prevalence ratio for having a Boerge Prien score in the bottom quartile was 1.08 (95% CI, 0.94-1.25). The adjusted prevalence ratios were 1.38 (95% CI, 1.07-1.79) for febrile seizures with an onset age of 3 months to <1 year, 0.98 (95% CI, 0.80-1.18) for febrile seizures with an onset age of 1 to 2 years, and 1.14 (95% CI, 0.79-1.66) for an onset age of 3 to 5 years. Overall, there was little association between febrile seizures and cognitive function.